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MEMORANDUM 

TO   INTERESTED PARTIES  
FROM   PETER AMBLER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, GIFFORDS  
DATE   NOVEMBER 8, 2017  
RE   THE UNPRECEDENTED SALIENCE OF GUN SAFETY AT THE POLLS  
__________ 

2018: THE “SUBURBAN REBELLION” 
 
Voters at the polls on Tuesday night sparked what pundits have labeled the ‘suburban rebellion.’ A key factor in that 
rebellion is gun safety. The implications couldn’t be more clear for 2018 candidates opposed to passing laws that 
better protect the communities they want to represent.  
 
Suburban voters overwhelmingly support safer gun laws, making most Republican incumbents in suburban districts 
out-of-step with their voters on the issue. Two bills to further regulate or ban the sale of bump stocks that were 
introduced in the aftermath of the Las Vegas shooting have a combined 15 Republican co-sponsors, all of whom 
represent politically vulnerable districts. This is a sign that House Republicans understand that opposing reasonable 
gun safety measures could be a political liability in 2018. 
 
It’s clear that Gillespie’s campaign also recognized the danger of being perceived as weak on gun safety among 
suburban voters. In fact, in the final two weeks of the campaign we saw Gillespie release two misleading ads claiming 
that Northam made it easier for violent felons and sex offenders to get their hands on guns. The ads were clearly a 
desperate attempt to deflect attention away from his own disappointing record on public. And while Gillespie touted 
his NRA endorsement on the campaign trail, he consistently avoided detailing his positions on gun policy. 
 
Moreover, the perceived enthusiasm gap between gun violence prevention voters and “pro-gun” voters is gone.  
While 17 percent of voters in exit polling indicated that gun policy was their most important issue, those voters were 
split evenly between supporting Ralph Northam and Ed Gillespie.  The myth that “pro-gun” voters are more likely to 
turn out and are more excited, is being dispelled by results like this. The narrowing of this enthusiasm gap portends 
greater losses for candidates that strictly adhere to the gun lobby’s agenda. 
 
The following is a breakdown of how Giffords helped candidates successfully run on this issue. 
 
VIRGINIA ELECTIONS: KEY TAKEAWAYS 
 
Virginia voters delivered decisive victories to Governor-elect Ralph Northam, Lieutenant Governor-elect Justin 
Fairfax, and Attorney General Mark Herring, three outspoken gun safety champions who faced opponents endorsed 
and financially supported by the NRA, which spent more than $2 million in the statewide races. In exit polling 
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released by NBC News, 16 percent of Northam voters reported that gun policy was the issue most important to their 
vote, second only to health care.  All three of these candidates unabashedly supported gun violence prevention 
policies, with Ralph Northam attending a protest outside of NRA headquarters in the aftermath of the Las Vegas 
shooting. 
 
Gun safety champions won down the ballot as well, with 12 out of 13 Giffords-endorsed candidates claiming victory 
(the results of HD-94 are still pending). In 11 of those races, Giffords-endorsed candidates defeated a NRA-backed  
opponent including seven incumbents. In fact, the NRA’s candidates only won in safe Republican seats. 
 
 
TWELVE OUT OF THIRTEEN GIFFORDS-ENDORSED CANDIDATES CLAIMING VICTORY  
(RESULTS OF HD-94 ARE PENDING) 
 

Seat Giffords Candidate NRA Candidate 

Governor Ralph Northam Ed Gillespie 

Lieutenant Governor Justin Fairfax Jill Vogel 

Attorney General Mark Herring John Adams 

HD 2 Jennifer Carroll Foy Mike Makee 

HD 12 Chris Hurst *Joseph Yost 

HD 13 Danica Roem *Bob Marshall 

HD 21 Kelly Fowler *Ron A. Villanueva 

HD 31 Elizabeth Guzman *Scott Lingamfelter 

HD 32 David Reid *Thomas "Tag" Greason 

HD 34 *Kathleen Murphy -- 

HD 42 Kathy Tran --  

HD 67 Karrie Delaney *James M. "Jim" LeMunyon 

HD 68 Dawn Adams *Manoli Loupassi 

HD 87 *John Bell Subba R. Kolla 



 
 
 

giffords.org 
 
 
 

 
 

3 

2    PAC.GIFFORDS.ORG

In con corem atibus sequi to qui quis et asiti blabo. Rovidun delique voloruptibus idus iniscil ipit et volorem 
quo expedit, nus. Sequas voluptae aliquam quis millorit laut la vent oditiorepre non exerios net es iumetur, 
sint qui aborectam ab incipsum doluptatios ide di dus, sitio ex eatus reriati stiunt re non cusdae. Met eatis 
evelic tem repe perumquidus, quos quos nimod maximintur aperum re volorecessin conserciam 

THIS IS A TERTIARY HEADER ARIAL SIZE 10 ALL CAPS
Pudae vendi de volupta tinciet ipsanias nat idemqua ssinctur, sedicimus eum incte porporatis diam vellaborit 
que natiuribus evellabo. Rerum non cus.

THIS IS AN H4 ARIAL SIZE 9 ALL CAPS
Denduci aepudit atque rem que volupissima quunt erumendit odignih ilicatq uatur, cum eost eatem ipsum 
event ium rendita quo ea doluptatur, natiumquam, utet restistia dis el et labo. Met volor a di ommos est quid 
ut as elictet ad molorit erum estion niet atem volor a vereper aturerat.

THIS IS AN H4 ARIAL SIZE 9 ALL CAPS
offic te cus exernat ionsect otatquis exeriam a nihiliq uassit duciam andit optati ium et quis esto et modis 
num, ut explibuscil ipisciis ipsanditat officae. Nam in ne nihit harumen dusandel illis doluptatem erio il 
maximusam, cusapellaut lam, quo berecte mporrume ernamus .

THIS IS AN H4 ARIAL SIZE 9 ALL CAPS
dic tempe modisi cus non nosae poreped issitaspedis prem voluptatest, consequia di blautectur? Ed quo 
ma quiassum il ipsapidunt lati consed mossuntiorro voluptis verrovit officiatem ra sam essit millores volupta 
sequi dolumquia ipid magnia voluptaturem endis experfe ruptatus eatistore veremol.

THIS IS A TERTIARY HEADER ARIAL SIZE 10 ALL CAPS
acepudit es ut untiaesciae sum ad ma vidigentium re landae nobis et everitia quos duntibus moloreri duci 
ut estiundebis enector eptaspe lliati num quid que dolupta tiorenda nis apienit quiate dolorio voluptatus, 
odis dolorepero volorepuda conescias quia vidus, uta solorec aborum ant acepudite cum quam, quis 
quodita simaio. Ugia sunt fuga. Itasit harum, as con est ut dit eum ut mollores quatibus dio. Ut era derit qui 
a consequam aliqui quae eostibus simusa dolut int vollam harumqui totatis vitiis vel is alictio inus erchilis 
reicae iunt.

Cillesequi dolor as inciis molupta numendaeptas volores equam, audaectotas sitiuscit ius.

Bus ex et mollaudic tempori assitaquatur accae. Et evendiciis re perit, aliam quae num, non nullantio officab 
oreiure la aspe reped et issus si quodis ditat idelecaerrum volupta es maiorrum, volorem. Nequo beaquist 
quuntia sperem endit, sanis a parchic iaerfererro volorem aute nos dit hitam faccatur?

Ga. Nessinci dolo que conet quis sum vel iusande dendi cusciis doluptae paribus, voluptas milibus Impore 
voluptatum voles rae offictorum a dem eius, omnis voluptat reprae seces plaborro cus. Bissi nam ut vel 
invelenitat quibus nonseque num nobisse milignit laboriatist eos expelias sitae quaeRaeptati aerumen 
estrum duciur? Ihilici iscillaut ratestem quodi tem fuga. Danitiosti aut ommodici dolorio rpores mo blandan. 
Omnihill acitatur aut ipsaeptat modi nonse nimenti nistrup ientur atat. Onsequos sa nes simi, nis exped.
quaspe que ne doluptas diatur simus. Ipitatis debitat iaeraep erchiliquias et lia dolesti doluptam aut omnimi, 
aut et molorume nestem facerunt oditiis eum faccum cuptia consequ odissita ducietur rem aditat aut que 
rerro volum quaectendi conseribus sim se volore eost aliaepernat vernat quos dite que con pa accabo.

HD 93 *Mike Mullin Heather L. Cordasco 

**HD 94 Shelly Simonds *David E. Yancey 

 
*Incumbent 
**Too close to call 
 

 
ANALYSIS OF GIFFORDS PAC IMPACT 
 
In addition to exit polling indicating guns played a key role in the electorate’s decisions, an analysis of the Giffords 
targeted mail program demonstrated a clear impact on voters. 
 
In the closing weeks of the campaign, Giffords PAC communicated with 165,596 Virginia households on the issue of 
guns.  This communication came in the form of a letter from Gabby highlighting the stakes of this election and 
Governor-elect Northam’s strong history, while also educating voters on Ed Gillespie’s adherence to the gun lobby’s 
agenda. The mail went to voters in every county across the state, targeted to those mostly likely to be persuadable, 
and therefore of critical importance in the closing weeks of the campaign. 
 
When overlaid with the Giffords PAC mail program, the results of the election demonstrate a clear impact from the 
mail. The greater the percentage of the electorate was targeted with these communications, the more votes Ralph 
Northam won.  This effect can be seen clearly in the table below. 
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SUMMARY OF GIFFORDS PROGRAM 
 
The issue of gun safety was central from the start. During the gubernatorial Democratic primary, Giffords PAC 
hosted a gun violence prevention forum with both Lieutenant Governor Northam and his primary opponent, Tom 
Perriello, during which both candidates spoke extensively about their plans to make the commonwealth safer. 
 
In addition to the mail program, Giffords PAC ran a complementary digital campaign during the general election 
featuring Facebook and Instagram ads targeting 25,000 persuadable voters, with an accompanying website, 
letterfromgabby.com. 
 
One week before election day, Giffords PAC released a radio ad featuring former President Barack Obama 
highlighting the difference between the two Virginia gubernatorial candidates on the issue of gun safety, and calling 
on voters to elect Ralph Northam on November 7. Listen to the ad here.  
 
Just five days after the worst mass-shooting in American history, Mark Kelly went to Virginia and demanded Ed 
Gillespie release his NRA questionnaire. Throughout his Virginia gubernatorial campaign, Ed Gillespie touted his NRA 
endorsement, but refused to disclose whether he supported the gun lobby’s dangerous agenda that threatens the 
safety of Virginia’s families and communities. 
 
Just days before Northam’s victory, the Virginia Citizens Defense League released Gillespie’s responses to their 
questionnaire, confirming his opposition to requiring background checks on all gun sales, his support for removing 
permitting requirements for carrying concealed guns, and allowing people carrying concealed guns to consume 
alcohol in bars and restaurants, among other dangerous policies. 
 

 
VICTORIES FOR GUN SAFETY FROM COAST TO COAST  
 
Across the nation, voters responded to the gun safety message. In New Jersey, voters delivered a decisive victory to 
Phil Murphy, who campaigned aggressively on a gun safety platform. Giffords endorsed Phil Murphy in August, and 
Gabby Giffords and Mark Kelly traveled to New Jersey to campaign with Murphy and his running mate, Sheila Oliver 
in the final days of the campaign.  
 
In Washington state, gun safety champion and Giffords-endorsed candidate Manka Dhingra prevailed over Jinyoung 
Lee Englund in the race for State Senate District 45. Voters knew that Dhingra’s victory would create a majority in 
Washington state that would push forward on a gun safety legislative agenda.  Giffords PAC partnered with the 
Alliance for Gun Responsibility on a field and direct mail campaign to highlight Manka Dhingra’s superior record on 
gun safety compared to her opponent, Jinyoung Lee Englund. The  program targeted over 15,000 households. 
Giffords also endorsed Seattle Mayor-elect Jenny Durkan, a former US Attorney who has worked to make 
Washington communities safer from gun violence and who committed during her campaign to make Seattle a leader 
in the fight for safer communities. 
 


