
The Honorable Charles Grassley  

Chairman  

Committee on the Judiciary  

United States Senate  

Washington, DC 20510  

  

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein  

Ranking Member  

Committee on the Judiciary  

United States Senate  

Washington, DC 20510  

  

Re:  Nomination of Amy Coney Barrett to the United States Court of Appeals for the Seventh  

Circuit  

  

Dear Chairman Grassley and Ranking Member Feinstein:  

  

We are writing to express our strong support for the nomination of Professor Amy Coney 

Barrett to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit.  We are a diverse group of law 

professors who represent a broad range of fields and perspectives.  We share the belief, however, 

that Professor Barrett is exceptionally well qualified to serve on the U.S. Court of Appeals, and 

we urge the Senate to confirm her as a judge of that court.  

  

Professor Barrett has stellar credentials for this position.  She received her undergraduate 

degree magna cum laude from Rhodes College and her law degree summa cum laude from the 

University of Notre Dame, where she finished first in her law school class.  She served as a law 

clerk to Judge Laurence H. Silberman of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit and to 

Justice Antonin Scalia of the Supreme Court.  After her clerkships, she practiced law in both trial 

and appellate litigation in Washington, D.C. at Miller, Cassidy, Larroca, & Lewin, and at Baker 

Botts.  She has served as a law professor at the University of Notre Dame since 2002.   

  

As a law professor, Professor Barrett has distinguished herself as an expert in procedure, 

interpretation, federal courts, and constitutional law.  She has published several important and 

influential law review articles on these topics in leading journals.  Although we have differing 

perspectives on the methods and conclusions in her work, we all agree that Professor Barrett’s 

contributions to legal scholarship are rigorous, fair-minded, respectful, and constructive.  Her 

work demonstrates a thorough understanding of the issues and challenges that federal courts 

confront in their daily work.  In addition, we admire Professor Barrett’s strong commitment to 

public service, including her work as a member of the Advisory Committee on the Federal Rules 

of Appellate Procedure from 2010-2016.  
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In short, Professor Barrett’s qualifications for a seat on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 

Seventh Circuit are first-rate.  She is a distinguished scholar in areas of law that matter most for 

federal courts, and she enjoys wide respect for her careful work, fair-minded disposition, and 

personal integrity.  We strongly urge her confirmation by the Senate.1  

  

Sincerely,  

  

Jonathan H. Adler  

Case Western Reserve University School of Law  

Johan Verheij Memorial Professor of Law  

  

Richard Albert  

Boston College Law School  

Professor of Law  

  

William Baude  

University of Chicago Law School  

Neubauer Family Assistant Professor  

  

Anthony J. Bellia Jr.  

Notre Dame Law School  

O’Toole Professor of Constitutional Law  

  

Patricia L. Bellia  

Notre Dame Law School  

William J. and Dorothy K. O’Neill Professor of Law  

  

Mitchell Berman  

University of Pennsylvania Law School  

Leon Meltzer Professor of Law and Professor of Philosophy  

  

Samuel L. Bray  

UCLA School of Law  

Professor of Law  

  

Steven G. Calabresi  

Northwestern University Pritzker School of Law  

Clayton J. and Henry R. Barber Professor of Law  

                                                           
1 University affiliations are for identification purposes only.  The views of individual faculty members do not 

necessarily represent the views of the universities or other institutions with which they are affiliated.  
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Nathan Chapman  

University of Georgia School of Law  

Assistant Professor of Law  

  

Guy-Uriel Charles  

Duke Law School  

Charles S. Rhyne Professor of Law  

  

Donald Earl Childress III  

Pepperdine School of Law  

Professor of Law  

  

G. Marcus Cole  

Stanford Law School  

William F. Baxter-Visa International Professor of Law  

  

Barry Cushman  

Notre Dame Law School  

John P. Murphy Foundation Professor of Law  

  

Nestor M. Davidson  

Fordham Law School  

Professor of Law  

  

Marc O. DeGirolami  

St. John’s University School of Law  

Professor of Law  

  

Erin F. Delaney  

Northwestern University Pritzker School of Law  

Associate Professor of Law and Political Science  

  

John F. Duffy  

University of Virginia School of Law  

Samuel H. McCoy II Professor of Law  

  

Brian T. Fitzpatrick  

Vanderbilt Law School  

Professor of Law  
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Nicole Stelle Garnett  

Notre Dame Law School  

John P. Murphy Foundation Professor of Law  

  

Richard W. Garnett  

Notre Dame Law School  

Paul J. Schierl/Fort Howard Corporation Professor of Law  

  

Mary Ann Glendon  

Harvard Law School  

Learned Hand Professor of Law  

  

Michael Heise  

Cornell Law School  

Professor of Law  

  

F. Andrew Hessick  

University of North Carolina School of Law  

Professor of Law  

  

Kristin Hickman  

University of Minnesota Law School  

Distinguished McKnight University Professor  

Harlan Albert Rogers Professor in Law  

  

Roderick M. Hills  

NYU Law School  

William T. Comfort, III Professor of Law  

  

Clare Huntington  

Fordham Law School  

Professor of Law  

  

John Inazu  

Washington University Law School  

Sally D. Danforth Distinguished Professor of Law & Religion   

  

Neal Kumar Katyal  

Georgetown University Law Center  

Paul Saunders Professor  
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William K. Kelley  

Notre Dame Law School  

Associate Professor of Law  

  

Daniel B. Kelly  

Notre Dame Law School  

Professor of Law  

  

Cecelia M. Klingele  

University of Wisconsin Law School  

Assistant Professor of Law  

  

Randy J. Kozel  

Notre Dame Law School  

Professor of Law  

  

Kurt T. Lash  

University of Illinois College of Law  

Guy Raymond Jones Chair in Law  

  

Renée Lettow Lerner  

George Washington University Law School  

Professor of Law  

  

Gregory E. Maggs  

George Washington University Law School  

Professor of Law  

  

Jenny S. Martinez  

Stanford Law School  

Professor of Law &  

Warren Christopher Professor in the Practice of International Law and Diplomacy  

  

Michael W. McConnell  

Stanford Law School  

Richard and Frances Mallery Professor of Law  

  

Alan J. Meese  

William and Mary Law School  

Ball Professor of Law and Tazewell Taylor Research Professor of Law  
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Thomas Merrill  

Columbia Law School  

Charles Evan Hughes Professor of Law  

  

Robert A. Mikos  

Vanderbilt University Law School  

Professor of Law  

  

David H. Moore  

BYU Law School  

Wayne M. and Connie C. Hancock Professor of Law  

  

Michael P. Moreland  

Villanova Law School  

University Professor of Law and Religion  

  

Derek T. Muller  

Pepperdine University School of Law  

Associate Professor of Law  

  

John Copeland Nagle  

Notre Dame Law School  

John N. Matthews Professor of Law  

  

Caleb E. Nelson  

University of Virginia School of Law  

Emerson G. Spies Distinguished Professor of Law  

  

Grant S. Nelson  

William H. Rehnquist Professor of Law  

Pepperdine University  

Professor of Law Emeritus  

University of California, Los Angeles  

  

Nell Jessup Newton  

Notre Dame Law School  

Joseph A. Matson Dean and Professor of Law  

  

Michael Stokes Paulsen  

University of St. Thomas, Minnesota, School of Law  

Distinguished University Chair and Professor  
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James E. Pfander  

Northwestern University Pritzker School of Law  

Owen L. Coon Professor of Law  

  

Jeffrey A. Pojanowski  

Notre Dame Law School  

Professor of Law  

  

Saikrishna Bangalore Prakash  

University of Virginia School of Law  

James Monroe Distinguished Professor of Law  

  

Robert J. Pushaw  

Pepperdine University School of Law  

James Wilson Endowed Professor of Law  

  

Michael D. Ramsey  

University of San Diego School of Law  

Hugh and Hazel Darling Foundation Professor of Law  

  

Richard M. Re  

UCLA School of Law  

Assistant Professor of Law  

  

Cassandra Burke Robertson  

Case Western Reserve Law School  

Professor of Law and Laura B. Chisolm Distinguished Research Scholar  

  

Nicholas Quinn Rosenkranz  

Georgetown University Law Center  

Professor of Law  

  

Stephen E. Sachs  

Duke Law School  

Professor of Law  

  

Sean B. Seymore  

Vanderbilt Law School  

Professor of Law  
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David Arthur Skeel  

University of Pennsylvania Professor of Law  

S. Samuel Arsht Professor of Corporate Law  

  

Steven D. Smith  

University of San Diego School of Law  

Warren Distinguished Professor of Law  

  

Lawrence Solan  

Brooklyn Law School  

Don Forchelli Professor of Law  

  

Kevin M. Stack  

Vanderbilt Law School  

Professor of Law  

  

John F. Stinneford  

University of Florida Levin College of Law  

University Term Professor  

  

Kate Stith  

Yale Law School  

Lafayette S. Foster Professor of Law  

  

Catherine T. Struve  

University of Pennsylvania Law School  

Professor of Law  

  

Lisa Grow Sun  

BYU Law School  

Associate Professor of Law  

  

Jay Tidmarsh  

Notre Dame Law School      

Judge James J. Clynes, Jr., Professor of Law  

  

Amanda Tyler  

University of California, Berkeley School of Law  

Professor of Law  

  

Adrian Vermeule  
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Harvard Law School  

Ralph S. Tyler, Jr. Professor of Constitutional Law  

  

Christopher J. Walker  

Ohio State University Moritz College of Law  

Associate Professor of Law  

  

Kevin C. Walsh  

University of Richmond School of Law  

Professor of Law  

  

Jay D. Wexler  

Boston University  

Professor of Law  
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Ernest A. Young  

Duke Law School  

Alston & Bird Professor of Law  

  

  

  

  

cc:  The Honorable Joseph Donnelly  

 United States Senator for Indiana  

  

  The Honorable Todd Young  

  United States Senator for Indiana  

 


